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Assisted Dying Bill comparisons  

Notes:  

1. This has been prepared by Alex Ruck Keene KC (Hon) on the basis of the Bills (or, in the case of Jersey), published proposals as at 16 November 

2024.  Kim Leadbeater MP’s Bill can be found here, the Scottish Bill here, the Isle of Man Bill here, and the Jersey proposals here.  

 

2. This table has been prepared to seek to allow comparisons between the different proposals, including those previously advanced by Lord Falconer in 

his Bill, which is not currently being progressed.  I have made every effort to reproduce the relevant provisions, but take no responsibility for any 

errors which may have crept in.  If you spot any, please email me at alex.ruckkeene@39essex.com so that I can correct them.  

 

 

Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 

Bill is not currently 

being progressed. 

Scotland:  

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

(Scotland) Bill 

(introduced by Liam 

McArthur MSP 

Isle of Man:  

Assisted Dying Bill 

2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

Core eligibility Section 1(1) 

Terminal illness, 

defined in Section 2 

(a) inevitable 

progressive condition 

which cannot be 

reversed by treatment 

(b) reasonably expected 

to die in 6 months 

 

Section 2(1)  

Terminal illness, 

defined as  

(a) inevitable 

progressive condition 

which cannot be 

reversed by treatment 

(b) reasonably expected 

to die in 6 months 

 

Section 3(1)  

Terminal illness  

 

Section 2  

For the purposes of this 

Act, a person is 

terminally ill if they 

have an advanced and 

progressive disease, 

illness or condition 

Section 4: Terminal 

illness  

 

(1) For the purposes of 

this Act, a person is 

terminally ill if that 

person - 

(a) has been diagnosed 

by a registered medical 

practitioner as having 

Terminal illness, with a 

prognosis of specified 

timeframe will be 6 

months, or 12 months 

in the case of 

neurodegenerative 

conditions  

 

 
1 Note, for ease, the references in each of the Bills is to “sections,” although before they are passed, they are technically “clauses.”  References to the process by which any 

regulations required under the relevant Bill are omitted.  
2 The Jersey law is in the process of being drafted; what is set out here is therefore taken from Appendix A to the proposition put before the States General, setting out the 

proposed law and safeguards.  The proposition also set out an alternative route based upon intolerable suffering, which is not being proceeded with.  

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/240012.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill/introduction/bill-as-introduced.pdf
https://www.tynwald.org.im/spfile?file=/business/bills/Bills/Assisted-Dying-Bill-2023-as-amended-by-Keys.pdf
https://statesassembly.gov.je/assemblypropositions/2024/p.18-2024.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/55997/documents/4978
mailto:alex.ruckkeene@39essex.com
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Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 

Bill is not currently 

being progressed. 

Scotland:  

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

(Scotland) Bill 

(introduced by Liam 

McArthur MSP 

Isle of Man:  

Assisted Dying Bill 

2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

NB, section 2(2) 

provides that treatment 

relieving symptoms of 

an inevitably 

progressive 

condition temporarily 

is not regarded as 

reversible treatment 

 

NB, section 2(2) 

provides that treatment 

relieving symptoms of 

an inevitably 

progressive 

condition temporarily 

is not regarded as 

reversible treatment 

 

from which they are 

unable to recover and 

that can reasonably be 

expected to cause their 

premature death. 

 

an inevitably 

progressive condition 

which cannot be 

reversed by treatment 

(a “terminal illness”); 

and  

(b) as a consequence of 

that terminal illness, is 

reasonably expected to 

die within 12 months.  

 

  

(2) Treatment which 

only relieves the 

symptoms of an 

inevitably progressive  

condition temporarily 

is not to be regarded as 

treatment which can 

reverse that condition.  

 

Exclusion from core 

eligibility  

Section 2(3):  

(a) mental disorder 

within the meaning of 

the MHA 1983 or (b) 

having a disability 

within the meaning of 

Section 2(3):  

(a) mental disorder 

within the meaning of 

the MHA 1983 or (b) 

having a disability 

within the meaning of 

Section 3(1)(c) deems a 

person to lack capacity 

for purposes of the Act 

if they are suffering 

from any mental 

disorder which might 
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Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 

Bill is not currently 

being progressed. 

Scotland:  

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 
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Assisted Dying Bill 

2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

s.6 Equality Act alone 

does not constitute 

terminal illness 

s.6 Equality Act alone 

does not constitute 

terminal illness 

affect the making of the 

request.  

Section 3(4): “mental 

disorder” has the 

meaning given by 

section 328 of the 

Mental Health (Care 

and Treatment) 

(Scotland) Act 2003, 

i.e. any  

(a) mental illness; 

(b)personality disorder; 

or 

(c)learning disability, 

however caused or 

manifested; and 

cognate expressions 

shall be construed 

accordingly. 

Subject to exclusions 

including dependence 

on, or use of, alcohol or 

drugs.  

 

Residence  Section 1(1) 

(c)  ordinarily resident 

in England and Wales 

Section (1)2(c)(iii): 

resident in E&W for 

not less than one year 

Section 3(1) 

(a) ordinarily resident 

in Scotland and have 

Section 4 

(2)d)(ii)  

A person will only be 

eligible if they have 

been ordinarily resident 
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Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 

Bill is not currently 

being progressed. 

Scotland:  

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 
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(introduced by Liam 

McArthur MSP 
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Assisted Dying Bill 

2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

and has been so 

resident for at least 12 

months ending with the 

date of the first 

declaration, and  

(d) is registered as a 

patient with a general 

medical practice in 

England or Wales,  

been so for 12 months 

prior to the date of the 

first declaration  

(b) registered as a 

patient with a medical 

practice in Scotland  

On the day the 

declaration is made, 

ordinarily resident in 

the Island for not less 

than 5 years. 

 

(3) The Department 

must by regulations 

specify the meaning of 

“ordinarily resident” 

for the purposes of 

subsection (2)(d)(ii).  

in Jersey for a period of 

at least 12 months 

before they make their 

first formal request for 

an assisted death, the 

12-month period 

according with the 

Health and Community 

Services Department’s 

existing Residents and 

Non-Residents 

Charging policy  

Age  Section 19(b) 18+ Section 1(2)(c)(i) 18+ Section 29: 16+ Section 4(2)(d)(i) 18+ 18+ 

Capacity test Section 1(1)(a) 

capacity to make a 

decision to end their 

own life.  

Section 3:  

references to a person 

having capacity are to 

be read in accordance 

with the Mental 

Capacity Act 2005.  

 

Section (1)2(c)(ii): 

capacity to make a 

decision to end their 

life.  

Section 12: capacity is 

to be construed in 

accordance with the 

Mental Capacity Act 

2005  

2) A person has 

capacity to request 

lawfully provided 

assistance if they –  

(a) are not suffering 

from any mental 

disorder which might 

affect the making of the 

request, and  

(b) are capable of –  

   (i) understanding 

information and advice 

about making the 

request,  

Section 3: capacity is to 

be construed in 

accordance with the 

Capacity Act 2023 [i.e. 

the same test as in 

MCA 2005]  

A person must have 

capacity throughout the 

whole assisted dying 

process (from first 

formal request to the 

administration of the 

assisted dying 

substance) except for 

where that person has 

made a waiver of final 

confirmation of 

consent; and provides 

that where a person 

loses capacity after 
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Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 
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being progressed. 
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2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

   (ii) making a decision 

to make the request, 

   (iii)communicating 

the decision, 

    (iv) understanding 

the decision, and 

    (v) retaining the 

memory of the 

decision. 

 

(3) However, a person 

is not to be regarded as 

lacking capacity by 

reason only of a lack of 

or deficiency in a 

faculty of 

communication if that 

lack or deficiency can 

be made good by 

human or technological 

aid (whether of an 

interpretative nature or 

otherwise). 

 

(4) In this section, 

“mental disorder” has 

the meaning given by 

their request for an 

assisted death has been 

approved but before the 

administration of the 

substance, the 

substance may still be 

administered on a date 

which was previously 

agreed by the person 

when they had capacity 

to do so.  
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Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 

Bill is not currently 

being progressed. 

Scotland:  

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 
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McArthur MSP 
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2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

section 328 of the 

Mental Health (Care 

and Treatment) 

(Scotland) Act 2003, 

i.e. any  

(a) mental illness; 

(b)personality disorder; 

or 

(c)learning disability, 

however caused or 

manifested; and 

cognate expressions 

shall be construed 

accordingly. 

Subject to exclusions 

including dependence 

on, or use of, alcohol or 

drugs.  

 

Raising assisted dying 

with person 

Section 4 

(1)  No registered 

medical practitioner is 

under any duty to raise 

the subject of the 

provision of assistance 

in accordance with this 

Act with a person.  

No mention  No mention Section 10  

(1) The Department 

must provide such 

guidance and training 

to health care 

professionals as it 

considers appropriate 

to assist health care 

The assisted dying law 

will not require health 

and care professionals 

to raise the subject of 

assisted dying with 

their patients or clients.  
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Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 

Bill is not currently 

being progressed. 

Scotland:  

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 
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Assisted Dying Bill 

2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

 

(2)  But nothing in 

subsection (1) prevents 

a registered medical 

practitioner exercising 

their professional 

judgement to decide if, 

and when, it is 

appropriate to discuss 

the matter with a 

person.  

 

(3) Where a person 

indicates to a registered 

medical practitioner 

their wish to seek 

assistance to end their 

own life in accordance 

with this Act, the 

registered medical 

practitioner may (but is 

not required to) 

conduct a preliminary 

discussion about the 

requirements that need 

to be met for such 

professionals in 

preparing for 

discussions about the 

range of palliative, 

hospice and other care 

which may be available 

to a terminally ill 

person, including the 

provision of assistance 

in accordance with this 

Act. 

(2) However, no health 

care professional shall 

be under any duty 

(whether by contract or 

arising from statute or 

any other legal 

requirement) to raise 

the subject of assisted 

dying with a patient or 

to offer assisted dying 

to a patient as a 

treatment option 

 

The assisted  dying law 

will not prohibit health 

and care professionals 

from raising the subject 

of assisted dying with 

their patients or clients 

and that guidance will 

be brought forward 

setting out how care 

professionals who 

conscientiously object 

should interact with 

people who request or 

want information about 

assisted dying, with the 

guidance to stipulate 

that the professional 

must provide them the 

contact details of the 

Jersey Assisted Dying 

service; 
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Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 

Bill is not currently 

being progressed. 
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Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 
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2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

assistance to be 

provided.  

 

(4) If a registered 

medical practitioner 

conducts such a 

preliminary discussion 

with a person, the 

practitioner must 

explain to and discuss 

with that person—  (a)  

the person’s diagnosis 

and prognosis; (b) 

any treatment available 

and the likely effect of 

it; (c) any available 

palliative, hospice or 

other care, including 

symptom management 

and psychological 

support.  

 

(5) A registered 

medical practitioner 

who is unwilling or 

unable to conduct the 

preliminary discussion 
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Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 
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McArthur MSP 

Isle of Man:  
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2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

mentioned under 

subsection (3) must, if 

requested by the person 

to do so, refer them to 

another registered 

medical practitioner 

whom the first 

practitioner believes is 

willing and able to 

conduct that 

discussion.  

 

Declaration by person  Two declarations:  

(1) Request for 

assistance  

(2) Period for 

reflection  

(3) High Court appeal  

(4) Second period of 

reflection  

(5) Second declaration 

 

Details as follows:  

 

Section 5  

First declaration in 

statutory form, 

Section 1(2)(b) and 

3(1)(a) declaration that 

the person has a 

voluntary, clear, settled 

and informed wish to 

end their life in [in 

prescribed form] in the 

presence of a witness 

(who must not be a 

relative or directly 

involved in the person’s 

care or treatment or 

likely to receive any 

benefit directly or 

indirectly from the 

Two declarations:  

(6) Request for 

assistance  

(7) Period for 

reflection  

(8) Second declaration  

 

Details as follows 

 

Section 4: First 

declaration in statutory 

form, witnessed by 

“coordinating 

registered medical 

Sections 4 and 6 read 

together:  

Section 4(2)(b): a clear 

and settled intention to 

end their own life 

reached voluntarily 

without coercion or 

duress and having been 

informed about the 

person’s diagnosis and 

prognosis and the 

treatments available, 

including pain control 

and palliative care; 
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Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 
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Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

(Scotland) Bill 

(introduced by Liam 

McArthur MSP 

Isle of Man:  
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Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

witnessed by 

“coordinating doctor” 

and another person.  

 

No assessment by 

coordinating doctor at 

that point.  

 

Proof of identity 

requirements in section 

6.  

 

Details of second 

declaration in section 

13 in statutory form, 

witnessed by 

coordinating doctor and 

a person other than the 

coordinating doctor or 

the independent doctor.  

 

person’s death) who 

signed the declaration 

in the person’s presence 

practitioner” and 

another person  

 

Accompanied by proof 

of identity (section 5) 

 

Section 10:  

(1) Where subsection 

(2) applies, a terminally 

ill adult who wishes to 

be lawfully provided 

with assistance to end 

their own life must 

make a further 

declaration to that 

effect (a “second 

declaration”).  

 

(2) This subsection 

applies where—  

(a) the adult has made a 

first declaration which 

has not been cancelled,  

(b) the coordinating 

registered medical 

practitioner has carried 

out the assessment 

Section 6 

 

(1) For the purposes of 

this Act, a terminally ill 

person has a clear and 

settled intention to end 

their own life if —  

(a)  the person has 

made and signed a 

declaration to that 

effect in the form in the 

Schedule in the 

presence of a witness 

who is not 

(i) a relative of the 

person;  

(ii) directly involved in 

the person’s care or 

treatment; or 

someone who knows 

they will gain 

financially in the event 

of the person’s death 

(whether directly or 

indirectly and whether 

in money or money’s 

worth), 
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mentioned in section 

mentioned in section 

8(1),  

(c) the independent 

registered medical 

practitioner has carried 

out the assessment 

mentioned in section 

6(4) and has made the 

statement mentioned in 

section 8(2), and  

(d) the period for 

reflection has come to 

an end. 

  

(3) A second 

declaration must be—  

(a) in the form set out 

in schedule 3, 

(b) signed and dated by 

the person making the 

declaration, (c) 

witnessed by—  

(i) the coordinating 

registered medical 

practitioner, and  

and who signed the 

declaration in the 

person’s presence; and 

 

(b) that declaration has 

been countersigned by 

—   

(i) the registered 

medical practitioner 

from whom the person 

has requested 

assistance to end their 

life (“the attending 

doctor”), who must not 

be a relative of the 

person; and   

(ii) another registered 

medical practitioner 

(“the independent 

doctor”) who is neither 

a relative of the person 

nor a relative, partner 

or colleague in the 

same practice or 

clinical team, of the 

attending doctor,  



 

12 

 

Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 

Bill is not currently 

being progressed. 

Scotland:  

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

(Scotland) Bill 

(introduced by Liam 

McArthur MSP 

Isle of Man:  

Assisted Dying Bill 

2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

(ii)  a person other than 

that practitioner or the 

independent registered 

medical practitioner, 

both of whom must see 

the declaration being 

signed.  

(4) The coordinating 

registered medical 

practitioner may 

witness a second 

declaration only if, at 

the time the second 

declaration is made, 

that practitioner is still 

satisfied as to matters 

mentioned in section 

8(1).  

 

neither of whom may 

also be the witness 

required under  

paragraph (a). 

 

[…] 

 

  

 

(12) A declaration 

under this section shall 

be valid and take effect 

from the day that it is 

countersigned by the 

independent doctor.  

 

 

 

Proxy signing Section 15, where 

person declares to a 

proxy that they are 

unable to sign their 

own name (by reason 

of physical impairment, 

being unable to read or 

for any other reason), 

No  Section 12, where 

person declares to the 

proxy that they are 

unable to sign their 

own name (by reason 

of physical impairment, 

being unable to read or 

for any other reason); a 

Section 6(3) Where a 

person is unable to sign 

the declaration required 

by subsection (1), 

another person may 

sign it on their behalf if 

so directed by the 

terminally ill person, 
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and authorises the 

proxy to sign the 

declaration on their 

behalf.   

 

Section 15(4)  

A proxy may not sign a 

declaration—  

(a) unless satisfied that 

the person understands 

the nature and effect of 

the making of the 

declaration,  

(b) if disqualified under 

section 36 from being a 

proxy, or  

(c) if it is a second 

declaration and the 

proxy signed the first 

declaration as a 

witness.  

 

Section 15(5) proxy 

means  

(a) a person who has 

known the person 

making the declaration 

proxy being (a) a 

solicitor who has in 

force a practising 

certificate as defined in 

section 4(c) of the 

Solicitors (Scotland) 

Act 1980; (b) a 

member of the Faculty 

of Advocates; or (c) a 

justice of the peace in 

Scotland (subject to 

exclusions set out in 

Schedule 5).  Section 

12(4) provides that a 

proxy may not sign a 

declaration unless 

satisfied that the person 

understands the nature 

and effect of the 

making of the 

declaration.  

 

provided that the 

person signing it is not 

the witness, the 

attending doctor or the 

independent doctor 

(each as referred to in 

subsection (1)).  

 

(4) A person signing a 

declaration on behalf of 

a terminally ill person 

must do so in the 

person’s presence and 

the requirements of this 

section requiring the 

declaration to be 

witnessed and 

countersigned apply as 

if the declaration had 

been signed by the 

terminally ill person 

themselves.  
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personally for at least 2 

years, or  

(b) a person who is of 

good standing in the 

community.  

 

 

 

Conscientious 

objection  

[See below under ‘opt-

in’]  

Section 5:  

A person is not under 

any duty to participate 

in anything authorized 

by this Act to which 

that person has a 

conscientious 

objection. 

Section 183 

(1) An individual is not 

under any duty 

(whether arising from 

any statutory or other 

legal requirement) to 

participate in anything 

authorised by this Act 

to which that individual 

has a conscientious 

objection.  

(2) In any legal 

proceedings the burden 

of proof of 

conscientious objection 

[See also below under 

‘opt-in].  

Section 8 

 

(1) A person shall not 

be under any duty 

(whether by contract or 

arising from any 

statutory or other legal 

requirement) to 

participate in anything 

authorised by this Act 

to which that person 

has a conscientious 

objection.  

[See below under ‘opt-

in’] 

 
3 Note, Scottish Government considers that this is a matter which may be outside the competence of the Scottish Parliament: see the https://www.parliament.scot/-

/media/files/committees/health-social-care-and-sport-committee/correspondence/2024/sg-position-on-ad-bill.pdfletter of 30 September 2024 at paragraph 18.  

https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/committees/health-social-care-and-sport-committee/correspondence/2024/sg-position-on-ad-bill.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/committees/health-social-care-and-sport-committee/correspondence/2024/sg-position-on-ad-bill.pdf


 

15 

 

Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 

Bill is not currently 

being progressed. 

Scotland:  

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

(Scotland) Bill 

(introduced by Liam 

McArthur MSP 

Isle of Man:  

Assisted Dying Bill 

2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

is to rest on the person 

claiming to rely on it. 

 

(2) A health care 

professional who has a 

conscientious objection 

under subsection (1) or 

who otherwise does not 

intend to exercise 

functions under this Act 

may nevertheless refer 

a person to another 

health care professional 

for the purpose of 

discussing and 

obtaining information 

about assisted dying 

under this Act.  

This is subject to 

subsection (5). 

(3) A person referred to 

in subsection (1) must 

not —  

(a) have their 

employment 

terminated; or  

(b) be treated less 

favourably in the 

course of that 

employment,  
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as a consequence of 

their having a 

conscientious objection 

or otherwise not 

intending to exercise 

functions under this 

Act. 

(4) In any legal 

proceedings, a 

statement in writing 

and on oath or 

affirmation by a person 

that they have a 

conscientious objection 

to participating in 

anything authorised by 

this Act or that they do 

not otherwise intend to 

exercise functions 

under this Act is 

conclusive evidence of 

that objection or 

intention (as the case 

may be).  

(5)  

Where a health care 

professional who has a 
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conscientious objection 

under subsection (1) or 

who otherwise does not 

intend to exercise 

functions under this Act 

has been requested to 

provide assistance in 

accordance with this 

Act they must —  

 

(a) without delay 

inform the person 

requesting the 

assistance that they 

have a right to see 

another health care 

professional; and  

(b) ensure that the 

person has sufficient 

information to enable 

them to exercise the 

right mentioned in 

paragraph (a). 
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Opt-in Section 23  

 

(1) No registered 

medical practitioner or 

other health 

professional is under 

any duty (whether 

arising from any 

contract, statute or 

otherwise) to 

participate in the 

provision of assistance 

in accordance with this 

Act.  

 

(2) An employer must 

not subject an 

employee to any 

detriment for 

exercising their right 

under subsection (1) 

not to participate in the 

provision of assistance 

in accordance with this 

Act or for participating 

in the provision of 

assistance to a person 

  Section 9  

 

(1) A person specified 

in subsection (2) who 

intends to exercise 

functions under this Act 

must —  

(a) notify the 

Department of their 

intention to do so; and   

(b) ensure that they 

have received all 

appropriate guidance 

and training under 

section before 

exercising any such 

functions. 

(2) The persons 

referred to in 

subsection (1) are — 

(a) an attending doctor;  

(b) an independent 

doctor;  

(c) a registered 

psychiatrist;   

(d) an assisting health 

professional;   

All professionals 

working in the assisted 

dying service must opt 

in to doing so and must 

be placed on the Jersey 

Assisted Dying Service 

register, with any such 

professionals obliged to 

have undertaken all 

mandated training, and 

to meet the minimum 

qualifications set out in 

any statutory guidance, 

in order to opt-in.  

 

The right to refuse to 

participate will be 

extended to the 

managers and providers 

of residential health 

and care services, to 

refuse to allow for an 

assisted death on their 

premises;  
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in accordance with this 

Act. 

(e) a registered nurse;  

(f) a registered 

pharmacist; and  

(g) a registered medical 

practitioner not 

mentioned in 

paragraphs (a) to (d). 

 

(3) The Department 

must by regulations 

make provision for the 

establishment and 

maintenance by the 

Department of a 

register of persons who 

have made a 

notification under 

subsection  

 

(5) A person referred to 

in subsection (1) must 

not —  

(a) have their 

employment 

terminated; or  

(b) be treated less 

favourably in the 
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course of that 

employment, 

as a consequence of 

their exercising or 

intending to exercise 

functions under this 

Act. 

 

Assessment Section 7  

(1) Assessment by 

coordinating doctor as 

soon as reasonably 

practicable after first 

declaration.  

 

(2) “The first 

assessment” is an 

assessment to ascertain 

whether, in the opinion 

of the coordinating 

doctor, the person—  

(a) is terminally ill,  

(b) has capacity to 

make the decision to 

end their own life,  

Section 3(1)(b)  

 

Counter-signature of 

declaration by:  

(i) a suitably qualified 

registered medical 

practitioner from whom 

the person has 

requested assistance to 

end their life (“the 

attending doctor”); and  

 

(ii) another suitably 

qualified registered 

medical practitioner 

(“the independent 

doctor”) who is not a 

relative, partner or 

colleague in the same 

Section 6 (2) 

assessment by 

coordinating medical 

practitioner:  

to ascertain whether, in 

the opinion of the 

registered medical 

practitioner carrying it 

out, the person who 

made the declaration—  

(a) is a terminally ill 

adult,  

(b) is eligible to be 

lawfully provided with 

assistance to end their 

life, and  

(c) made the 

declaration voluntarily 

and has not been 

Section 6(6)  

The attending doctor 

(but not the 

independent doctor) 

may be, but need not 

be, the registered 

medical practitioner 

who diagnosed that the 

person is terminally ill 

or first informed the 

person of that 

diagnosis.  

 

Section 6(7)  

 

Before countersigning 

a person’s declaration 

the attending doctor 

and the independent 

A person’s request for 

an assisted death must 

be approved by a 

Coordinating Doctor, 

with the Coordinating 

Doctor only able to 

approve a request if 

both the Coordinating 

Doctor and a second 

independent doctor 

have undertaken an 

assessment of the 

person and the person’s 

request for an assisted 

death, and have both 

determined that the 

person meets all the 

criteria set out in law;  
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(c) was aged 18 or over 

at the time the first 

declaration was made,  

(d) is ordinarily 

resident in England and 

Wales and has been so 

resident for at least 12 

months ending with the 

date of the first 

declaration 

(e) is registered as a 

patient with a general 

medical practice in 

England or Wales,  

(f) has a clear, settled 

and informed wish to 

end their own life, and  

(g) the first declaration 

voluntarily and has not 

been coerced or 

pressured by any other 

person into making it.  

 

If satisfied, make a 

statement in form in 

schedule 2 and refer 

that person, as soon as 

practice or clinical 

team, of the attending 

doctor; neither of 

whom may also be the 

witness required under 

paragraph 1(b).  

 

Attending and 

independent doctor 

must examine the 

person and the person’s 

medical records 

separately and act 

independently of each 

other: section 3(4) 

 

Section 3(5) provides 

that the attending 

doctor and independent 

doctor can regard the 

person as having a 

clear and settled 

intention to end their 

own life if they are 

satisfied, on the basis 

of in-depth discussions 

with the person, that 

coerced or pressured by 

any other person into 

making it.  

 

(3)  If, having carried 

out that assessment, the 

coordinating registered 

medical practitioner is 

satisfied as to the 

matters mentioned in 

section 8(1) [i.e. that 

person is terminally ill 

adult, eligible for 

assistance and made 

declaration voluntarily 

and without being 

coerced)] , that 

practitioner must refer 

the person to another 

registered medical 

practitioner (the 

“independent registered 

medical practitioner”) 

for that other 

practitioner to carry out 

the assessment 

doctor, having 

separately examined 

the person and the 

person’s medical 

records and each acting 

independently of the 

other, must be satisfied 

that the person —  

 

 

(a) is terminally ill;   

(b) has the capacity to 

make the decision to 

end their own life; and  

(c) has a clear and 

settled intention to end 

their own life which 

has been reached 

voluntarily, on an 

informed basis and 

without coercion or 

duress. 

 

 

(11) In deciding 

whether to countersign 

the declaration, the 
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practicable, to another 

registered medical 

practitioner who meets 

the requirements of 

section 8(6) and is able 

and willing to carry out 

the second assessment 

(“the independent 

doctor”).  

 

Second doctor 

 

Section 8(1) second 

assessment as soon as 

reasonably practicable 

after first period for 

reflection ended – 

defined in 8(3) as 7 

days beginning with 

coordinating doctor’s 

statement.   

 

Section 8 (2) Second 

assessment is 

assessment of same 

matters as first doctor 

(save for age, 

the person is acting on 

their own free will, 

without undue 

influence, coercion or 

duress. 

 

 

mentioned in 

subsection (4). 

 

(4) That assessment is 

an assessment to 

ascertain whether, in 

the opinion of the 

independent registered 

medical practitioner 

carrying it out, the 

person who made the 

declaration—  

(a) is a terminally ill 

adult,  

(b) has capacity to 

request lawfully 

provided assistance to 

end their own life, and  

(c) made the 

declaration voluntarily 

and has not been 

coerced or pressured by 

any other person into 

making it.  

 

(5) In carrying out an 

assessment mentioned 

attending doctor and 

the independent doctor 

must be satisfied that 

the person making it 

has been fully informed 

of the palliative, 

hospice and other care 

which is available to 

that person.  

 

Note section 7(3)(b) 

then requires that 

where eligible for 

approved substance, it 

cannot be dispensed or 

delivered until the 

attending doctor or 

another registered 

medical practitioner 

has re-examined the 

person and the person’s 

medical records and is 

satisfied that the person 

continues to have the 5 

capacity to make the 

decision to end their 

own life 
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residence, and 

registration with GP).  

 

Section 8 (4) 

Assessment to be 

carried out separately, 

save for sharing of 

specialists’ opinions.  

 

Section 8(5), if 

satisfied, complete 

form set out in 

Schedule 3.  

 

For both assessments  

Section 9 (2) provides 

that the assessing 

doctor must  

 

(a) examine the person 

and their medical 

records and make such 

other enquiries as the 

assessing doctor 

considers appropriate;  

in subsection (2) or, as 

the case may be (4), the 

registered medical 

practitioner doing so—  

(a) must also take the 

steps mentioned in 

section 7(1), (b) may 

also take the steps 

mentioned in section 

7(2). 

 

 

Section 7:  

 

(1) A registered 

medical practitioner 

carrying out an 

assessment under 

section 6 must—  

(a) explain to and 

discuss with the person 

being assessed, in so 

far as the registered 

medical practitioner 

considers appropriate—  
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(b) explain to and 

discuss with the person 

being assessed—  

(i) the person’s 

diagnosis and 

prognosis; (ii) any 

treatment available and 

the likely effect of it; 

(iii) any available 

palliative, hospice or 

other care, including 

symptom management 

and psychological 

support; (iv) the nature 

of the substance that 

might be provided to 

assist the person to end 

their own life 

(including how it will 

bring about death);  

(d) discuss with the 

person their wishes in 

the event of 

complications arising 

in connection with the 

self-administration of 

(i) the person’s 

diagnosis and 

prognosis,  

(ii) any treatment 

available and the likely 

impact of it on the 

person’s terminal 

illness,  

(iii) any palliative or 

other care available, 

(iv) the nature of the 

substance that might be 

provided to assist the 

person to end their own 

life (including how it 

will bring about death),  

 

(b) inform the person—  

(i) of the further steps 

that must be taken 

before the lawful 

provision of assistance 

to the person to end 

their own life,  

(ii) that they may 

decide at any time not 

to take those steps 
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an approved substance 

under section 18;  

(e) inform the person—  

(i) of the further steps 

that must be taken 

before assistance can  

be provided to the 

person to end their own 

life in accordance with 

this Act;  

(ii) that the person may 

decide at any time not 

to take any of those 

steps (and of how to 

cancel the first 

declaration and any of 

those further steps);  

(e) advise the person to 

inform a registered 

medical practitioner 

from the person’s GP 

practice that the person 

is requesting assistance 

to end their own life 

(unless the assessing 

doctor is themselves a 

(including how to 

cancel the first 

declaration and any of 

those further steps),  

 

(c) in so far as the 

registered medical 

practitioner considers 

appropriate, advise the 

person to—  

(i) inform a registered 

medical practitioner of 

the medical practice 

with which the person 

is registered that they 

are requesting 

assistance to end their 

own life (if they have 

not already done so),  

(ii) discuss the request 

with those close to the 

person.  
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practitioner from that 

practice);  

(f) in so far as the 

assessing doctor 

considers it 

appropriate, advise the  

20person to consider 

discussing the request 

with their next of kin 

and other persons they 

are close to.  

 

Another independent 

doctor 

 

Section 10  

(1) If, following the 

second assessment, the 

independent doctor 

refuses to make  

the statement 

mentioned in section 

8(5), the coordinating 

doctor may, if 

requested to do so by 

the person who made 

the first declaration, 
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refer that person to a 

different registered 

medical practitioner 

who meets the 

requirements of section 

8(6) and is able and 

willing to carry out a 

further assessment of 

the kind mentioned in 

section 8(2).  

(2) Where a referral is 

made to a registered 

medical practitioner 

under subsection (1), 

that referral is treated 

as a referral under 

section 7(3)(c), the 

practitioner becomes 

the independent doctor 

(replacing the 

registered medical 

practitioner to whom a 

referral was originally 

made) and sections 8 

and 9 apply 

accordingly.  
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(3) In consequence of a 

particular first 

declaration made by a 

person, the 

coordinating doctor 

may make only one 

referral for a second 

opinion under 

subsection (1).  

 

Second declaration 

assessment 

 

Sections 13(4)-(6) 

provides for assessment 

by coordinating doctor 

of terminal illness, 

capacity, settled view 

and lack of coercion as 

a pre-condition for 

witnessing second 

declaration, and 

making witnessed 

statement of that effect 

in statutory form.  

 



 

29 

 

Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 

Bill is not currently 

being progressed. 

Scotland:  

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

(Scotland) Bill 

(introduced by Liam 

McArthur MSP 

Isle of Man:  

Assisted Dying Bill 

2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

Section 11 provides for 

regulations to provide 

for replacement of 

coordinating doctor 

where they die, or 

through illness or 

otherwise is unable or 

unwilling to continue 

to carry out the 

functions of the 

coordinating doctor.  

 

 

Medical qualifications Coordinating doctor 

defined in s.5(3) as 

registered medical 

practitioner who:  

(a)  has such training, 

qualifications and 

experience as the 

Secretary of State may 

specify by regulations,  

(b)  who has indicated 

to the person making 

the declaration that 

they are able and 

willing to carry out the 

Section 3(10): 

An attending or 

independent doctor is 

suitably qualified if that 

doctor holds such 

qualification or has 

such experience, 

including in respect of 

the diagnosis and 

management of 

terminal illness, as the 

Secretary of State may 

specify in regulations 

(which may make 

Section 4(5) 

“coordinating medical 

practitioner” means a 

medical practitioner  

(a) who has such 

qualifications and 

experience as the 

Scottish Ministers may 

by regulations specify, 

and  

(b) who has indicated 

to the terminally ill 

adult that they are 

willing to carry out the 

Section 6(14)  

For the purpose of 

subsection (5), an 

independent doctor is 

suitably qualified if that 

doctor holds such 

qualification or has 

such experience in 

respect of the diagnosis 

and management of 

terminal illness as the 

Department must 

specify in regulations.  
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functions under this 

Act of the coordinating 

doctor in relation to the 

person,  

(c) who is not a relative 

of the person making 

the declaration, and  

(d) who does not know 

or believe that they—  

(i) are a beneficiary 

under a will of the 

person, or (ii) may 

otherwise benefit 

financially or in any 

other material way 

from the death of the 

person.  

 

Section 8(6) provides 

that a registered 

medical practitioner 

can carry out functions 

of independent doctor 

only if the practitioner 

(a)  has such training, 

qualifications and 

experience as the 

different provision for 

different purposes) 

 

Section 3(11): where 

reference is made by 

attending or 

independent doctor to 

appropriate specialist 

as regards capacity:  

“appropriate specialist” 

means a registered 

medical practitioner 

(other than the 

attending doctor or 

independent doctor) 

who is registered in the 

specialty of psychiatry 

in the Special Register 

kept by the General 

Medical Council. 

 

functions under this Act 

of the coordinating 

registered medical 

practitioner in relation 

to the lawful provision 

of assistance to the 

adult to end their own 

life.  

 

Section 6  

 

(6)  A registered 

medical practitioner 

may carry out the 

functions of the 

independent registered 

medical practitioner 

under subsection (3) 

only if that 

practitioner—  

     (a) has such 

qualifications and 

experience as the 

Scottish Ministers may 

by regulations specify,  

     b) has not provided 

treatment or care for 
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Secretary of State may 

specify by regulations,  

(b)  has not provided 

treatment or care for 

person being assessed 

in relation to that 

person’s terminal 

illness  

(c) is not a relative of 

the person making the 

declaration,  

(d) is not a partner or 

colleague in the same 

practice or clinical 

team as the 

coordinating doctor 

(e) did not witness the 

first declaration being 

made by the person 

being assessed, and  

(d) not know or believe 

that they—  

(i) are a beneficiary 

under a will of the 

person, or (ii) may 

otherwise benefit 

financially or in any 

the person being 

assessed in relation to 

that person’s terminal 

illness,   

    (c) is not a relative, 

partner or colleague in 

the same practice or 

clinical team as the 

coordinating registered 

medical practitioner, 

and  

    (d) did not witness 

the first declaration.  

 

(7) The Scottish 

Ministers must, 

before—  

     (a) laying a draft of 

first regulations under 

subsection (6)(a) before 

the Scottish Parliament, 

or  

 

     (b) making 

subsequent regulations 

under subsection (6)(a), 

Assisted Dying for 
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other material way 

from the death of the 

person.  

 

Terminally Ill Adults 

(Scotland) Bill 3 

consult such persons as 

they consider 

appropriate.   

 

 

Referral for further 

specialist assessment / 

provision for further 

information gathering  

Section 9(3)  

To inform their 

assessment, the 

assessing doctor—  

(a) must, if they have 

doubt as to whether the 

person being assessed 

is terminally ill, refer 

the person for 

assessment by a 

registered medical 

practitioner who holds 

qualifications in or has 

experience of the 

diagnosis and 

management of the 

illness, disease or 

condition in question;  

(b) may, if they have 

doubt as to the capacity 

Section 3(7): Where 

attending or 

independent doctor has 

doubt as to capacity, 

before countersigning, 

the doctor must— (a) 

refer the person for 

assessment by an 

appropriate specialist, 

and (b) take account of 

any opinion provided 

by the appropriate 

specialist in respect of 

that person. 

 

Section 7 (2) A 

registered medical 

practitioner carrying 

out an assessment 

under section 6—  

 

     (a) if they have 

doubt as to whether the 

person being assessed 

is terminally ill, refer 

the person for 

assessment by a 

registered medical 

practitioner who holds 

qualifications or has 

experience in the 

diagnosis and 

management of the 

terminal illness 

involved,  

Section 6  

 

(8) Where either the 

attending doctor or the 

independent doctor has 

doubts as to the 

capacity of the person 

who has made the 

decision to end their  

to make that decision, 

the doctor having such 

doubts may ask a 

registered psychiatrist 

for their opinion as to 

such capacity.  

 

(7) Before giving an 

opinion under 

subsection (8), the 

psychiatrist must  

 



 

33 

 

Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 

Bill is not currently 

being progressed. 

Scotland:  

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

(Scotland) Bill 

(introduced by Liam 

McArthur MSP 

Isle of Man:  

Assisted Dying Bill 

2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

of the person being 

assessed, refer the 

person for assessment 

by a registered medical 

practitioner who is 

registered in the 

specialism of 

psychiatry in the 

Specialist Register kept 

by the General Medical 

Council or who 

otherwise holds 

qualifications in or has 

experience of the 

assessment of 

capability;  

(c) must, if they make a 

referral under 

paragraph (a) or (b), 

take account of any 

opinion provided by 

that other registered 

medical practitioner.  

 

(4) An opinion 

provided to one 

assessing doctor under 

 

    (b) may, if they have 

doubt as to the capacity 

of the person being 

assessed to request 

lawfully provided 

assistance to end their 

own life, refer the 

person for assessment 

by a registered medical 

practitioner who is 

registered in the 

specialism of 

psychiatry in the 

Specialist Register kept 

by the General Medical 

Council or who 

otherwise holds 

qualifications or has 

experience in the 

assessment of capacity,  

 

    (c) must, in either 

case, take account of 

any opinion provided 

by that other registered 

medical practitioner.  

examine the person 

who has made the 

decision to end their 

own life and the 

person’s medical and 

other relevant records.  

 

(10) Subsection (7) has 

effect despite 

subsections (8) and (9) 

and the psychiatrist’s 

opinion is given only to 

assist the attending 

doctor or the  

independent doctor (as 

the case may be) in 

determining the 

capacity of the person 

to make the decision to 

end their own life.  
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subsection (3)(a) or (b) 

must be shared with the 

other assessing doctor.  

(5)  Where the 

independent doctor is 

required to obtain an 

opinion under 

subsection (3)(a)—  

(a) that duty may be 

discharged by an 

opinion obtained under 

that provision by the 

coordinating doctor, or  

(b) the independent 

doctor may make their 

own referral under that 

provision.  

 

 

 

Period of reflection  Section 8(3)  

First period of 

reflection 7 days from 

making of coordinating 

doctor’s statement 

upon first assessment  

 

Section 13(1)  

Section 4(2)(d)  

Delivering of the 

prescribed medication 

must take place 14 days 

or more after day on 

which consent given by 

High Court 

 

Section 9 

 

(1) This section applies 

where a terminally ill 

adult has made a first 

declaration.  

(2) The adult may not 

make a second 

Section 7 

 

(3)  

The approved 

substance must not be 

dispensed and 

delivered until —  

The minimum 

timeframe between a 

person’s first formal 

request for an assisted 

death and the 

administration of the 

assisted dying 

substance will be 14 
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Second period of 

reflection means:  

(a) the period of 14 

days beginning with 

the day on which the 

declaration was made 

by the High Court or, 

as the case may be, 

Court of Appeal, or  

(b) where the 

coordinating doctor 

reasonably believes 

that the person’s death 

is likely to occur before 

the end of the period of 

one month beginning 

with the day that 

declaration was made, 

the period of 48 hours 

beginning with that 

day.  

 

 

Section 4(3), if the 

attending doctor and 

the independent doctor 

agree that a person’s 

death from terminal 

illness is reasonably 

expected to occur 

within one month of 

the day on which 

consent under section 1 

is given by the High 

Court, the 14 day 

period is reduced to six 

days. 

 

declaration under 

section 10 before the 

end of the period 

mentioned in 

subsection (3) (“the 

period for reflection”).  

(3) The period for 

reflection is—  

(a) the period of 14 

days beginning with the 

day on which the first 

declaration was made, 

or  

 

(b) where both the 

coordinating registered 

medical practitioner 

and the independent 

registered medical 

practitioner reasonably 

believe that the adult’s 

death is likely to occur 

before the end of that 

period, such shorter 

period (being not less 

than 48 hours) 

beginning with the day 

(d) after a period of not 

less than 14 days has 

elapsed since the day 

on which the person’s 

declaration took effect. 

 

(4)  

If the attending doctor 

and the independent 

doctor agree that a 

person’s death from 

terminal illness is 

reasonably expected to 

occur within one month 

of the day on which a 

declaration takes effect, 

the period specified in 

subsection (3)(d) is 

reduced to 7 days.  

 

 

days, except for when 

the person’s life 

expectancy is less than 

14 days when there will 

be no minimum 

timeframe;  
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on which the first 

declaration was made 

Pre-death recording of 

information about 

assistance  

Section 16: recording 

of declarations and 

statements in the 

person’s medical 

records.   

 

No (e.g. no reference to 

High Court order 

requiring to be 

recorded in e.g. 

medical records)  

Section 13 Declarations 

and statements made by 

coordinating and 

independent medical 

practitioners to be 

recorded in adult’s 

medical records, by 

coordinating medical 

practitioner informing a 

registered medical 

practitioner of the 

medical practice with 

which the terminally ill 

adult who made the 

declaration is registered 

as a patient (unless 

coordinating medical 

practitioner and the 

registered medical 

practitioner are the 

same).  

No   

Judicial involvement  Section 12: court 

approval after first 

declaration and 

Section 1(1). Consent 

of High Court (Family 

Division) is required. 

No detail as to process.  

No No  The law will provide 

for an appeals process 

to the Royal Court 

regarding decisions 
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statements by first and 

second doctors  

 

Section 12(2)  

On an application 

under this section, the 

High Court—  

(a) must make the 

declaration if it is 

satisfied of all the 

matters listed in 

subsection (3), and  

(b) in any other case, 

must refuse to make the 

declaration.  

 

Section 12(3) same 

criteria as in s.1 

 

Section 12(4)  

 

Subject to the 

following provisions of 

this section and to any 

provision made by 

Rules of Court, the 

High Court may follow 

 about - a decision of 

the Coordinating 

Doctor to accept a 

determination that the 

person has been, or has 

not been, ordinarily 

resident in Jersey for 

the required time 

period stated in 

paragraph (ii);  

a determination taken 

by an Assessing Doctor 

that - the person has, or 

does not, have the 

decision-making 

capacity to request an 

assisted death; and  

the person’s wish is, or 

is not, voluntary, clear, 

settled and informed; 

and  failure, or 

perceived failure, to 

make determinations or 

to act in accordance 

with the process set out 

in law, including 

through the failing of 
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such procedure as it 

deems appropriate for 

each application under 

this section.  

 

(5) The High Court—  

(a) may hear from and 

question, in person, the 

person who made the 

application for the 

declaration;  

(b) must hear from and 

may question, in 

person, the 

coordinating doctor or 

the independent doctor 

(or both);  

(c) for the purposes of 

paragraph (b), may 

require the 

coordinating doctor or 

the independent doctor 

(or both) to appear 

before the court.  

(6) For the purposes of 

determining whether it 

is satisfied of the 

the service or through 

maladministration. The 

persons who may 

appeal will be – the 

person who has 

requested the assisted 

death;  

an agent of the person 

who has requested the 

assisted death, namely 

someone who the 

person has asked to act 

on their behalf; or  

any other person who 

the Court is satisfied 

has a special interest in 

the care and treatment 

of the person, such as a 

family member;  
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matters mentioned in 

subsection (3)(g) and 

(h) [clear, settled and 

informed wish and 

absence of coercion], 

the High Court may 

also—  

(a) hear from and 

question any other 

person;  

(b) ask a person to 

report to the court on 

such matters relating to 

the person who has 

applied for the 

declaration as it 

considers appropriate.  

(5) In subsection (5)—  

(a) in paragraph (a), the 

reference to the person 

who made the 

application includes, in 

a case where the 

person’s first 

declaration was signed 

by a proxy under 
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section 15, that proxy, 

and  

(b) “in person” includes 

by means of a live 

video link or a live 

audio link.  

 

(8) Where, on an 

application made by a 

person under this 

section, the High Court 

refuses to make the 

declaration, that person 

may appeal to the 

Court of Appeal against 

that decision.  

 

(9) The Court of 

Appeal must—  

(a) if it is satisfied of 

the matters mentioned 

in paragraphs (a) to (h) 

of subsection (3), make 

a declaration that the 

requirements of this 

Act have been met in 
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relation to the first 

declaration, and  

(b) in any other case, 

confirm the High 

Court’s decision.  

 

(10) Subsections (4) to 

(7) apply in relation to 

the Court of Appeal as 

they apply in relation to 

the High Court.  

 

Section 12(11): No 

appeal against making 

of declaration by High 

Court 

 

Revocation / 

cancellation 

Section 14: (1) 

Cancellation of either 

first or second 

declaration can be done 

either orally or in 

writing by giving 

notice to the 

coordinating doctor, or 

any registered medical 

Section 9: a person 

who has made a 

declaration under this 

section may revoke it at 

any time and 

revocation need not be 

in writing. 

Section 11: cancellation 

of either first or second 

declaration can be done 

either orally or in 

writing by giving 

notice to the 

coordinating registered 

medical practitioner, or 

any registered medical 

practitioner of the 

Section 6(13)  

 

A person who has made 

a declaration under this 

section may revoke it at 

any time and such 

revocation need not be 

in writing.  

 

 

A person who has 

requested an assisted 

death may withdraw 

that request at any 

point up until the point 

of administration of the 

assisted dying 

substance;  
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practitioner from the 

patient’s GP practice.    

 

(2) Where notice or an 

indication is given to a 

registered medical 

practitioner under 

subsection (1)(b), the 

practitioner must, as 

soon as practicable, 

notify the coordinating 

doctor of the 

cancellation.  

(3) A cancellation 

under subsection (1) 

has effect from the time 

the notice or indication 

is given.  

(4) From the time a 

first declaration is 

cancelled, any duty or 

power of the 

coordinating doctor or 

the independent doctor 

under sections 7 to 9 

(assessments, 

statements and 

medical practice with 

which the adult is 

registered as a patient.  

Section 11(4): 

cancellation has effect 

from the time the 

notice is given.  

Section 11(5): 

cancellation of first 

declaration stops 

assessment process.  

 

Section 14: 

cancellation of first or 

second declaration 

must be notified to a 

registered practitioner 

of the medical practice 

with which the 

terminally ill adult who 

cancelled the 

declaration is registered 

(if notification is not 

already given to that 

practitioner), and 

recorded in medical 

records.  
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referrals) that arose in 

consequence of that 

declaration ceases to 

have effect.  

 person who has made a 

first declaration or a 

second declaration may 

cancel it by giving oral 

or written notice of the 

cancellation (or 

otherwise indicating 

their decision to cancel 

in a manner of 

communication known 

to be used by the 

person) to—  

(a) the coordinating 

doctor, or  

 

(b) any registered 

medical practitioner 

from the person’s GP 

practice.  

 

(2) Where notice or an 

indication is given to a 

registered medical 
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practitioner under 

subsection (1)(b), the 

practitioner must, as 

soon as practicable, 

notify the coordinating 

doctor of the 

cancellation.  

 

Section 17: recording 

of cancellation of 

declaration in person’s 

medical records.  

Administration of 

medication  

Section 13:  

Further declaration in 

statutory form required 

after second period of 

reflection comes to an 

end  

 

Section 18 

(2) The coordinating 

doctor may, in 

accordance with this 

section, provide that 

person with an 

approved substance 

(see section 20) with 

Section 4(2): Any 

medicines prescribed 

under subsection (1) 

may only be delivered 

to the person for whom 

they are prescribed— 

(a) by the attending 

doctor; or  

(b) by—  

          (i) another 

registered medical 

practitioner; or  

         (ii) a registered 

nurse; who has been 

Section 15  

(1) The coordinating 

registered medical 

practitioner or an 

authorised health 

professional may, 

provided the conditions 

in subsections (2) and 

(3) are satisfied, 

provide a terminally ill 

adult with an approved 

substance with which 

the adult may end their 

own life. 

 

Section 7 

(1) 

The attending doctor of 

a person who has made 

a valid declaration in 

accordance with 

section 6 may prescribe 

an approved substance 

for that person to 

enable that person to 

end their own life.  

(2)  

An approved substance 

prescribed under 

subsection (1) may 

The assisted dying 

substance that ends a 

person’s life may be – 

self-administered by 

the person; or  

administered by the 

Administering 

Practitioner.  

 
If the person has 

chosen to self-

administer the 

substance, a family 

member or loved one 

may only support them 
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which the person may 

end their own life.  

 

(3) The approved 

substance must be 

provided directly and in 

person by the 

coordinating doctor to 

that person. 

 

(4) The coordinating 

doctor must be 

satisfied, at the time the 

approved substance is 

provided, that the 

person to whom it is 

provided— (a) has 

capacity to make the 

decision to end their 

own life, (b) has a 

clear, settled and 

informed wish to end 

their own life, and (c) 

is requesting provision 

of that assistance 

voluntarily and has not 

been coerced or 

authorised to do so by 

the attending doctor;  

 

(c) after the assisting 

health professional has 

confirmed that the 

person has not revoked 

and does not wish to 

revoke their 

declaration; and 

(d) period of not less 

than 14 days has 

elapsed since consent 

given by High Court  

 

(3) If the attending 

doctor and the 

independent doctor 

agree that a person’s 

death from terminal 

illness is reasonably 

expected to occur 

within one month of 

the day on which 

consent under section 1 

is given by the High 

Court, the period 

 (2) The conditions are 

that—  

     (a) the adult has 

made a first declaration 

which has not been 

cancelled,  

     (b) the coordinating 

registered medical 

practitioner has carried 

out the assessment 

mentioned in section 

6(2) and has made the 

statement mentioned in 

section 8(1),   

     (c) the independent 

registered medical 

practitioner has carried 

out the assessment 

mentioned in section 

6(4) and has made the 

statement mentioned in 

section 8(2), and  

     (d) the adult has 

made a second 

declaration which has 

not been cancelled.  

only be dispensed and 

delivered to the person 

for whom they are 

prescribed — 

 

 

(a) by the attending 

doctor; or  

(b) by —   

(i) another registered 

medical practitioner;   

(ii) a registered nurse; 

or  

(iii) a registered 

pharmacist, 

  

who has been 

authorised to do so by 

the attending doctor. 

 

(3)  The approved 

substance must not be 

dispensed and 

delivered until —  

 

(a) after having been so 

requested by the person 

in the process under the 

guidance of the 

Administering 

Practitioner  

 

A person approved for 

an assisted death will 

have the option to 

make a written 

declaration of 

‘confirmation of 

consent to proceed’ 

allowing a healthcare 

professional to 

intervene in order to 

complete the assisted 

death in the event of 

medical complications 

during the process of 

administration of the 

assisted dying 

substance, or post-

administration of the 

substance;  
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pressured by any other 

person into doing so.  

 

(5) The coordinating 

doctor may be 

accompanied by such 

other health 

professionals as the 

coordinating doctor 

thinks necessary. 

 

(6) In respect of an 

approved substance 

which is provided to 

the person under 

subsection (2), the 

coordinating doctor 

may— (a) prepare that 

substance for self-

administration by that 

person, (b) prepare a 

medical device which 

will enable that person 

to self-administer the 

substance, and (c) 

assist that person to 

ingest or otherwise 

specified in subsection 

(2)(d) is reduced to six 

days. 

 

(4) In respect of a 

medicine which has 

been prescribed for a 

person under 

subsection (1), an 

assisting health 

professional may 

 

   (a) prepare that 

medicine for self-

administration by that 

person 

 

   (b) prepare a medical 

device which will 

enable that person to 

self-administer the 

medicine, and  

 

   (c) assist that person 

to ingest or otherwise 

self-administer the 

medicine, but the 

(3) The conditions are 

that—  

    (a) the coordinating 

registered medical 

practitioner or, as the 

case may be, authorised 

health professional 

provides the substance 

to the adult in person, 

and  

    (b) that practitioner 

or health professional is 

satisfied, at the time the 

substance is provided, 

that the adult—  

       (i) has capacity to 

request the provision of 

assistance to end their 

own life, and  

       (ii) is requesting 

provision of that 

assistance voluntarily 

and has not been 

coerced or pressured by 

any other person into 

doing so.  

 

for whom they are 

prescribed;  

(b) after the attending 

doctor or another 

registered medical  

practitioner has re-

examined the person 

and the person’s 

medical records and is 

satisfied that the person 

continues to have the  

capacity to make the 

decision to end their 

own life;  

(c) after the assisting 

health professional has 

confirmed that the 

person has not revoked 

and does not wish to 

revoke their 

declaration; and   

(d) after a period of not 

less than 14 days has 

elapsed since the day 

on  which the person’s 

declaration took effect. 
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self-administer the 

substance.  

 

(7) But the decision to 

self-administer the 

approved substance and 

the final act  of doing 

so must be taken by the 

person to whom the 

substance has been 

provided.  

 

(8) Subsection (6) does 

not authorise the 

coordinating doctor to 

administer an approved 

substance to another 

person with the 

intention of causing 

that person’s death. 

 

 

(11) Where the person 

decides not to self-

administer the 

approved substance, or 

there is any other 

decision to self-

administer the 

medicine and the final 

act of doing so must be 

taken by the person for 

whom the medicine has 

been prescribed.  

 

(5) Subsection (4) does 

not authorise an 

assisting health 

professional to 

administer a medicine 

to another person with 

the intention of causing 

that person’s death.  

 

 

 

(4) The coordinating 

registered medical 

practitioner or, as the 

case may be, authorised 

health professional may 

be accompanied by any 

other health 

professional as that 

practitioner or 

authorised health 

professional thinks 

necessary.  

 

 

(7) Where the 

terminally ill adult 

decides not to use the 

substance provided to 

end their own life, the 

coordinating registered 

medical practitioner or, 

as the case may be, the 

authorised health 

professional must 

remove it from the 

premises at which it 

was provided 

(5)  

In respect of an 

approved substance 

which has been 

prescribed for a person 

under subsection (1), 

an assisting health 

professional may —  

 

(a) prepare that 

approved substance for 

self-administration by 

that person; 

(b) prepare a medical 

device which will 

enable that person to 

self-administer the 

approved substance; 

and  

(c) assist that person to 

ingest or otherwise 

self-administer the 

approved substance,  

but the decision to self-

administer an approved 

substance and the final 

act of doing so must be 
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reason that the 

substance is not used, 

the coordinating doctor 

must remove it 

immediately from that 

person 

 

Section 19 

 

Coordinating doctor 

can authorise in writing 

a named registered 

medical practitioner to 

carry out the 

coordinating doctor’s 

functions under section 

18.  

 

(2) A registered 

medical practitioner 

may be authorised 

under subsection (1) 

only if— (a) the person 

to whom the assistance 

is being provided has 

consented, in writing, 

to the authorisation of 

 

(8) In this section—  

“authorised health 

professional” means a 

registered medical 

practitioner or 

registered nurse 

authorised by the 

coordinating registered 

medical practitioner for 

the purposes of this 

section, “approved 

substance” means such 

drug or other substance 

as is specified by the 

Scottish Ministers by 

regulations. 

taken by the person for 

whom the approved 

substance has been 

prescribed. 

 

(6)  

Subsection (5) does not 

authorise an assisting 

health professional to 

administer an approved 

substance to another 

person with the 

intention of causing 

that person’s death.  

 

 

(10) An assisting health 

professional —  

 

(a) must only dispense 

and deliver an 

approved substance 

prescribed under this 

section to the person 

for whom the approved 

substance has been 

prescribed immediately 
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that practitioner, and 

(b) that practitioner has 

completed such 

training, and gained 

such qualifications and 

experience, as the 

Secretary of State may 

specify by regulations. 

 

before its intended use; 

and  

(b) in the event that the 

person decides that the 

approved substance is 

not to be self-

administered, must 

immediately remove 

the approved substance 

from that person and, 

as soon as reasonably  

practicable, return it to 

the pharmacy from 

which it was dispensed. 

 

(12)  

In this section, 

“assisting health 

professional” means 

the attending doctor or 

a person authorised by 

the attending doctor in 

accordance with 

subsection (2)(b).  
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Specified location  No  No No No Assisted deaths may 

only take place at a 

location which is 

approved as safe and 

suitable by the 

Administering 

Practitioner, to include 

Jersey General 

Hospital, and which 

may include other 

facilities provided by 

the Minster for Health 

and Social Services or 

another provider, or a 

private residence;  

 

Medical professional to 

remain with person 

Section 18 (9) The 

coordinating doctor 

must remain with the 

person until— (a) the 

person has self-

administered the 

approved substance 

and— (i) the person 

has died, or (ii) it is 

determined by the 

coordinating doctor 

Section 4(6) The 

assisting health 

professional must 

remain with the person 

until the person has—  

     (a) self-administered 

the medicine and died, 

or  

     (b) decided not to 

self-administer the 

medicine,   

Section 15(5)  

(5) The coordinating 

registered medical 

practitioner or, as the 

case may be, authorised 

health professional 

must remain with the 

adult until the adult 

decides whether to use 

the substance provided 

to end their own life 

Section 7 

(7) The assisting health 

professional must 

remain with the person 

until the person has — 

 

 

(a) self-administered 

the approved substance 

and died or it is 

determined by the 

 

The Administering 

Practitioner must stay 

with, or nearby, the 

person whilst the 

assisted dying 

substance is 

administered 

(regardless of whether 

the substance is self-

administered or 
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that the procedure has 

failed, or (b) the person 

has decided not to self-

administer the 

approved substance.  

 

(10) For the purposes 

of subsection (9), the 

coordinating doctor 

need not be in the same 

room as the person to 

whom the assistance is 

provided.  

 

and for the purpose of 

this subsection the 

assisting health 

professional is to be 

regarded as remaining 

with the person if the 

assisting health 

professional is in close 

proximity to, but not 

necessarily in the same 

room as, the person.  

 

and, if they decide to 

do so, until the adult 

has died.  

 

(6) For the purposes of 

subsection (5), the 

coordinating registered 

medical practitioner or, 

as the case may be, 

authorised health 

professional need not 

be in the same room as 

the adult.   

 

assisting health 

professional that the 

procedure has failed; or 

(b) decided not to self-

administer the 

approved substance. 

 

(8) For the purpose of 

subsection (7), the 

assisting health 

professional is to be 

regarded as remaining 

with the person if the 

assisting health 

professional is in close 

proximity to, but not 

necessarily in the same 

room as, the person.  

 

 

administered by the 

Administering 

Practitioner) and up 

until point that the 

person dies;  

 

Medicine regulations 20 Meaning of 

“approved substance” 

(1) The Secretary of 

State must, by 

regulations, specify one 

or more drugs or other 

substances for the 

Section 4(7) The 

Secretary of State may 

by regulations 

specify—  

       (a) the medicines 

which may be 

Section 15(8) 

“approved substance” 

means such drug or 

other substance as is 

specified by the 

Section 7(9) 

The Department must 

by regulations specify 

—  
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purposes of this Act. 

(2) In this Act 

“approved substance” 

means a drug or other 

substance specified in 

regulations under 

subsection (1). 

 

Section 28 

(1) The Secretary of 

State may, by 

regulations, make 

provision— (a) about 

the prescribing and 

dispensing of approved 

substances; (b) about 

the transportation, 

storage, handling and 

disposal of approved  

substances; (c) about 

the records to be kept 

in relation to the 

prescribing, dispensing, 

transportation, storage, 

prescribed under this 

section, 

       (b) the form and 

manner in which such 

prescriptions are to be 

issued, and (c) the 

manner and conditions 

under which such 

medicines are to be 

dispensed, stored, 

transported, used and 

destroyed.  

 8) Regulations under 

subsection (7)(c) must 

provide that an 

assisting health 

professional— 

       (a) must only 

deliver any medicines 

prescribed under this 

section to the person 

for whom they have 

been prescribed 

Scottish Ministers by 

regulations.4 

(a) the drugs and other 

substances which may 

be prescribed as 

approved substances 

under this section; 

(b) the form and 

manner in which such 

prescriptions are to be 

issued; and   

(c) the manner and 

conditions under which 

such approved 

substances are to be 

dispensed, stored, 

transported, used and 

destroyed (which must 

not include a provision 

which conflicts with 

subsection (10)). 

 
4 Note, Scottish Government considers that this is a matter outside the competence of the Scottish Parliament: see the https://www.parliament.scot/-

/media/files/committees/health-social-care-and-sport-committee/correspondence/2024/sg-position-on-ad-bill.pdfletter of 30 September 2024 at paragraph 17.  

https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/committees/health-social-care-and-sport-committee/correspondence/2024/sg-position-on-ad-bill.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/committees/health-social-care-and-sport-committee/correspondence/2024/sg-position-on-ad-bill.pdf
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handling and disposal 

of approved substances. 

(2) Regulations under 

subsection (1) may 

make provision about 

enforcement, including 

provision imposing 

civil penalties. 

immediately before 

their intended use, and 

       (b) in the event that 

the person decides not 

to self-administer the 

medicine, must 

immediately remove it 

from that person and, 

as soon as reasonably 

practicable, return it to 

the pharmacy from 

which it was dispensed.  

 

(9) Regulations under 

subsection (7) may 

  — (a) make different 

provision for different 

purposes; and  

       (b) include 

consequential, 

incidental, 

supplementary or 

transitional provisions.  

 

(10) Regulations under 

this section must not be 

made unless a draft of 
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the statutory 

instruments containing 

them has been laid 

before Parliament and 

approved by a 

resolution of each 

House of Parliament. 

 

Reporting Section 21 

 

(1)This section applies 

where a person has 

been provided with 

assistance to end their 

own life in accordance 

with this Act and has 

died as a result.  

 

(2) The coordinating 

doctor must complete a 

statement to that effect 

(a “final statement”).  

(3) The statement 

mentioned in 

subsection (2) must 

be— (a) in the form set 

out in Schedule 6, and 

 Section 16  

 (1) This section 

applies where a 

terminally ill adult has 

been lawfully provided 

with assistance to end 

their own life and has 

died as a result.  

 

(2) The coordinating 

registered medical 

practitioner must 

complete a statement to 

that effect (a “final 

statement”).  

 

(3) The statement 

mentioned in 

subsection (2) must 

 There will be a need to 

complete a post-

assisted death 

administration form 
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(b) signed and dated by 

the coordinating doctor. 

 (4) Where the 

coordinating doctor is a 

practitioner with the 

person’s GP practice, 

the coordinating doctor 

must, as soon as 

practicable, record the 

making of the 

statement in the 

person’s medical 

records.  

 

(5) In any other case— 

(a) the coordinating 

doctor must, as soon as 

practicable, inform a 

registered medical 

practitioner with that 

practice of the making 

of the statement, and 

(b) the practitioner so 

informed must, as soon 

as practicable, record 

the statement in the 

be— (a) in the form set 

out in schedule 4, (b) 

signed and dated by the 

coordinating registered 

medical practitioner.  

(4) Subject to 

subsection (6), the 

coordinating registered 

medical practitioner 

must inform 20 a 

registered medical 

practitioner of the 

medical practice with 

which the adult was 

registered as a patient 

of the making of the 

statement.  

 

(5) The practitioner so 

informed must record 

the statement in the 

adult’s medical records.  

 

(6) Where the 

coordinating registered 

medical practitioner is 

a practitioner of the 
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person’s medical 

records.  

 

(6) A record made 

under subsection (4) or 

(5) must include the 

original statement. 

 

Section 22  

(1) This section applies 

where a person is 

provided with 

assistance to end their 

own life in accordance 

with this Act and 

either— (a) the person 

decides not to take the 

substance, or (b) the 

procedure fails.  

 

(2) Where the 

coordinating doctor is a 

practitioner with the 

person’s GP practice, 

the coordinating doctor 

must, as soon as 

practicable, record that 

medical practice 

referred to in 

subsection (4)—  

     (a) subsections (4) 

and (5) do not apply, 

and  

     (b) the coordinating 

registered medical 

practitioner must 

record the statement in 

the adult’s medical 

records. 
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this has happened in 

the person’s medical 

records.  

 

(3) In any other case— 

(a) the coordinating 

doctor must, as soon as 

practicable, inform a 

registered medical 

practitioner with that 

practice that this has 

happened, and (b) the 

practitioner so 

informed must, as soon 

as practicable, record 

that fact in the person’s 

medical records. 

Death certification Section 29(1)  

A person is not to be 

regarded as having died 

in circumstances to 

which section 1(2)(a) 

or (b) of the Coroners 

and Justice Act 2009 

(duty to investigate 

certain deaths) applies 

only because the person 

Section 7(1) 

A person is not to be 

regarded as having died 

in circumstances to 

which section 1(2)(a) 

or (b) of the Coroners 

and Justice Act 2009 

(duty to investigate 

certain deaths) applies 

only because the person 

Section 17 

(1) This section applies 

where a terminally ill 

adult has been lawfully 

provided with 

assistance to end their 

own life and has died 

as a result.  

 

Section 12 

(1) A person is not to 

be regarded as having 

died in circumstances 

to which section 6(1)(a) 

(duty to hold inquest) 

of the Coroners of 

Inquests Act 1987 

applies only because 

the person died as a 

An assisted death will 

be recorded in the same 

manner as other deaths 

in Jersey, and the 

recorded cause of death 

will account for the fact 

that a patient was 

assisted in their death. 
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died as a consequence 

of the provision of 

assistance in 

accordance with this 

Act 

 

Section 29(2)  

“39B Regulations: 

assisted dying  

 

(1) The Secretary of 

State may make 

regulations—  

   (a)  providing for any 

provision of this Act 

relating to the 

registration of deaths to 

apply in respect of 

deaths which arise from 

the provision of 

assistance in 

accordance with the 

Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Act 2024 

with such 

modifications as may 

died as a consequence 

of the provision of 

assistance in 

accordance with this 

Act 

 

Section 7(2) 

“39B Regulations: 

assisted dying  

 

(1) The Secretary of 

State may make 

regulations—  

   (a)  providing for any 

provision of this Act 

relating to the 

registration of deaths to 

apply in respect of 

deaths which arise from 

the provision of 

assistance in 

accordance with the 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Act 2024 with such 

modifications as may 

 (2) For the purposes of 

section 24 (certificate 

of cause of death) of 

the Registration of 

Births, Deaths and 

Marriages (Scotland) 

Act 1965, the terminal 

illness involved is to be 

recorded as the disease 

or condition directly 

leading to their death 

(rather than the 

approved substance 

provided to them by 

virtue of section 15). 

consequence of the 

provision of assistance 

in accordance with this 

Act.  

Amendment of  

Civil Registration Act 

1984 to add new 43A 

 

The Department must 

make regulations —  

(a) providing for any 

provision of this Act 

relating to the 

registration of deaths to 

apply in respect of 

deaths which arise from 

the provision of 

assistance in 

accordance with the 

Assisted Dying Act 

2023 with such 

modifications as may 

be prescribed in respect 

of —   

(i) the information 

which is to be provided 
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be prescribed in respect 

of—  

 

(i) the information 

which is to be provided 

concerning such deaths 

 

(ii) the form and 

manner in which the 

cause of such deaths is 

to be certified, and  

 

(iii) the form and 

manner in which such 

deaths are to be  

registered, and 

containing such 

incidental, 

supplemental and 

transitional provisions 

as the Secretary of 

State considers 

appropriate.  

 

(2) Any regulations 

made under subsection 

(1)(a)(ii) must provide 

be prescribed in respect 

of—  

 

(i) the information 

which is to be provided 

concerning such deaths 

 

(ii) the form and 

manner in which the 

cause of such deaths is 

to be certified, and  

 

(iii) the form and 

manner in which such 

deaths are to be  

registered, and 

containing such 

incidental, 

supplemental and 

transitional provisions 

as the Secretary of 

State considers 

appropriate.  

 

concerning such 

deaths;  

(ii) the form and 

manner in which the 

cause of such deaths is 

to be certified; and  

(iii) the form and 

manner in which such 

deaths are to be 

registered;  

(b) requiring the 

Registrar General to 

prepare at least once 

each year a report 

providing a statistical 

analysis of deaths 

which have arisen from 

the provision of 

assistance in 

accordance with the 

Assisted Dying Act 

2023;   

(c) containing such 

incidental, 

supplemental and 

transitional provisions 
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for the cause of death 

to be recorded as 

“assisted death” along 

with a record of the 

person’s terminal 

illness by reason of 

which they were 

entitled to be provided 

with assistance to end 

their own life in 

accordance with the 

Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Act 2024.   

 

(3)In subsection (2) 

“terminal illness” 

means the illness, 

disease or medical 

condition mentioned in 

section 2(1)(a) of that 

Act. 

 

 

as the Department 

considers appropriate. 

(2) Any regulations 

made under subsection 

(1)(a)(ii) shall provide 

for the cause of death 

to be recorded as 

“assisted dying” with a 

subsequent recording 

of the terminal illness 

that gave rise to the 

deceased person’s 

eligibility for assisted 

dying 

 

Monitoring  Section 33  

(1) The Secretary of 

State may, by 

regulations, require any 

Section 9(1)  

The relevant Chief 

Medical Officer 

must—  

Section 24:  

(1) Public Health 

Scotland must, as soon 

as reasonably 

 The Minister must 

make arrangements to 

establish an assisted 

dying advisory 
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registered medical 

practitioner to notify 

the relevant Chief 

Medical Officer of any 

notifiable event. 

 

(2) The following are 

notifiable events in 

relation to a registered 

medical practitioner— 

(a) the practitioner 

witnessing a first 

declaration under 

section as the 

coordinating doctor;  

 

(b) the practitioner, 

having carried out the 

first assessment, 

providing or refusing to 

provide the statement 

mentioned in section 

7(3);  

 

(c) the practitioner, 

having carried out the 

second assessment, 

 

 (a) monitor the 

operation of the Act, 

including compliance 

with its provisions and 

any regulations or code 

of practice made under 

it,  

 (b) inspect and report 

to the relevant national 

authority on any matter 

connected with the 

operation of the Act 

which the relevant 

national authority 

refers to the relevant 

Chief Medical Officer, 

and  

 (c) submit an annual 

report to the relevant 

national authority on 

the operation of the 

Act. 

 

(3) The relevant Chief 

Medical Officers may 

combine their annual 

practicable after the 

end of each reporting 

period, submit a report 

to the Scottish 

Ministers on the lawful 

provision to terminally 

ill adults of assistance 

to end their own lives.  

 

(2) The report must 

include the following 

information, in so far as 

known to Public Health 

Scotland, in relation to 

the reporting period to 

which the report 

relates—  

(a) broken down by 

reference to the 

characteristics 

mentioned in 

subsection (3), the 

number of persons 

who—  

     (i) made a first 

declaration,  

committee to review 

and authorise all 

associated guidance, 

protocols and training 

for the Jersey Assisted 

Dying Service, publish 

an annual report, and 

arrange a post-death 

governance review of 

each assisted death, 

with this committee to 

including appropriately 

qualified independent 

members;  
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providing or refusing to 

provide the statement 

mentioned in section 

8(5);  

 

(d) the practitioner 

witnessing a second 

declaration under 

section 13; 

 

 (e) the practitioner 

making or refusing to 

make a statement under 

section 13(5);  

 

(f) the practitioner 

making a final 

statement under section 

21;  

 

(g) the practitioner 

making a record in a 

person’s medical 

records in accordance 

with section 17 or 22 or 

notifying another 

practitioner to enable 

reports for the same 

year in a single 

document (“a 

combined report”) in 

such manner as they 

consider appropriate. 

 

(4)  The relevant 

national authority must 

publish each annual 

report or combined 

report it receives under 

this section and— (a) 

the Secretary of State 

must lay a copy of each 

report they receive 

before Parliament, and 

(b) the Welsh Ministers 

must— (i) lay a copy of 

each report they receive 

before Senedd Cymru, 

and (ii) send a copy of 

each report (other than 

a combined report) they 

receive to the Secretary 

of State.  

 

     (ii) made a second 

declaration,  

     (iii) made a second 

declaration but decided 

not to be provided with 

an approved substance 

provided by virtue of 

section 15(1),  

     (iv) were provided 

with an approved 

substance by virtue of 

section (1) but decided 

not to use that 

substance,  

       (v) were provided 

with an approved 

substance by virtue of 

section 15(1) and died 

as a result of using that 

substance,  

 

(b) the number of 

statements made under 

section 8(1) and (2), 

including the number 

of statements which 
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such a record to be 

made;  

 

(h) such other events as 

may be specified by the 

Secretary of State by 

regulations. 

 

Section 34(1)  

The relevant Chief 

Medical Officer 

must—  

 

 (a) monitor the 

operation of the Act, 

including compliance 

with its provisions and 

any regulations or code 

of practice made under 

it,  

 (b) inspect and report 

to the relevant national 

authority on any matter 

connected with the 

operation of the Act 

which the relevant 

national authority 

(5) The Secretary of 

State must— (a) 

prepare and publish a 

written response to any 

report received under 

this section, (b) lay a 

copy of any written 

response before 

Parliament, and (c) if 

the written response is 

to a report from the 

Chief Medical Officer 

for Wales or a 

combined report, send 

a copy of the response 

to the Welsh Ministers. 

(6) The Welsh 

Ministers must lay a 

copy of any written 

response they receive 

under subsection (5)(c) 

before Senedd Cymru. 

 

Section 9(3) 

The Registrar General 

must, at least once each 

year, prepare and lay 

concluded that the 

person assessed—  

     (i) was eligible to be 

lawfully provided with 

assistance to end their 

own lives,   

     (ii) was not eligible 

to be so provided,  

 

c) in relation to persons 

who—  

     (i) made a first 

declaration but did not 

go on to make a second 

declaration,  

     (ii) made a second 

declaration but did not 

go on to be provided 

with an approved 

substance by virtue of 

section 15(1),  

    (iii) were provided 

with such a substance 

but did not go on to use 

it, the reasons given by 

persons as to why they 

did not go on to make a 
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refers to the relevant 

Chief Medical Officer, 

and  

 (c) submit an annual 

report to the relevant 

national authority on 

the operation of the 

Act. 

 

(3) The relevant Chief 

Medical Officers may 

combine their annual 

reports for the same 

year in a single 

document (“a 

combined report”) in 

such manner as they 

consider appropriate. 

 

(4)  The relevant 

national authority must 

publish each annual 

report or combined 

report it receives under 

this section and— (a) 

the Secretary of State 

must lay a copy of each 

before Parliament a 

report providing a 

statistical analysis of 

deaths which have 

arisen from the 

provision of assistance 

in accordance with this 

Act. 

 

second declaration, be 

provided with an 

approved substance or, 

as the case may be, to 

use the substance,  

 

(d) in relation to 

persons who were 

provided with an 

approved substance by 

virtue of section 15(1) 

     (i) the substance so 

provided, and  

    (ii) where the person 

died as a result of using 

that substance, the type 

of place where the 

death took place (that 

is, in the person’s 

home, in a hospital, in a 

hospice and the like),   

 

(e) the reasons given by 

persons wishing to be 

lawfully provided with 

assistance to end their 

own lives.  
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report they receive 

before Parliament, and 

(b) the Welsh Ministers 

must— (i) lay a copy of 

each report they receive 

before Senedd Cymru, 

and (ii) send a copy of 

each report (other than 

a combined report) they 

receive to the Secretary 

of State.  

 

(5) The Secretary of 

State must— (a) 

prepare and publish a 

written response to any 

report received under 

this section, (b) lay a 

copy of any written 

response before 

Parliament, and (c) if 

the written response is 

to a report from the 

Chief Medical Officer 

for Wales or a 

combined report, send 

a copy of the response 

 

(3) The characteristics 

referred to in 

subsection (2)(a) are—  

(a) age group,  

(b) postcode district,  

(c) gender,  

(d) ethnicity,  

(e) nationality,  

(f) type of terminal 

illness.  

 

(4) A report under 

subsection (1) must not 

include any 

information that would 

or might disclose the 

identity of a person.  

 

(5) The Scottish 

Ministers may by 

regulations amend 

subsections (2) and (3) 

so as to—  

   (a) add a description 

of information or 

characteristic to,  
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to the Welsh Ministers. 

(6) The Welsh 

Ministers must lay a 

copy of any written 

response they receive 

under subsection (5)(c) 

before Senedd Cymru. 

 

 

Section 29(3)  

 

The Registrar General 

for England and Wales 

must, at least once each 

year, prepare and lay 

before Parliament a 

report providing a 

statistical analysis of 

deaths which have 

arisen from the 

provision of assistance 

to persons in 

accordance with this 

Act 

 

   (b) vary a description 

of information or 

characteristic in, or  

   (c) remove a 

description of 

information or 

characteristic from,  the 

information or 

characteristics for the 

time being mentioned 

in those subsections.  

 

(6) In this section, 

“reporting period” is 

the period of 1 year 

beginning with the day 

on which this section 

comes into force and 

each subsequent period 

of 1 year 

 

Section 25  

 

(1)  The Scottish 

Ministers must by 

regulations make 

provision for 
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information, relating to 

the lawful provision to 

terminally ill adults of 

assistance to end their 

own lives, to be 

provided to Public 

Health Scotland for the 

purposes of the 

preparation of annual 

reports under section 

 

(2) Regulations under 

subsection (1) may in 

particular make 

provision about—  

 

(a) the information to 

be provided, 

 

(b) the persons who 

must provide the 

information,  

 

(c) the circumstances in 

which the information 

must be provided,  
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(d) the circumstances in 

which information may 

not be provided.  

 

(3) Regulations under 

subsection (1) may 

make provision for the 

circumstances in which 

disclosure of 

information by or to 

Public Health Scotland 

is prohibited, including 

provision that 

disclosure in breach of 

such a prohibition is an 

offence.  

 

(4) A person who 

commits an offence 

under regulations made 

under subsection (1) is 

liable on summary 

conviction to a fine, as 

provided for in the 

regulations, but not 

exceeding level 5 on 

the standard scale.   
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(5) The Scottish 

Ministers must, before 

making regulations 

under subsection (1), 

consult such persons as 

they consider 

appropriate. 

 

Section 26 Annual 

report  

(1) The Scottish 

Ministers must, as soon 

as reasonably 

practicable after the 

end of each reporting 

period— (a) prepare 

and publish a report on 

the lawful provision to 

terminally ill adults of 

assistance to end their 

own lives, and  

(b) lay the report before 

the Scottish Parliament.  

 

(2) The report—  
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(a) must include the 

information mentioned 

in section 24(2),  

 

(b) may include such 

other information as the 

Scottish Ministers 

consider appropriate.  

 

(3) In this section, the 

“reporting period” is 

the period of 1 year 

beginning with the day 

on which this section 

comes into force and 

each subsequent period 

of 1 year 

 

 

Review of operation of 

Act 

Section 35 (1)  

 

The Secretary of State 

must, during the period 

of 12 months beginning 

at the 30 end of the 

initial 5-year period— 

(a) undertake a review 

Section 13(1)  

At any time during the 

period of 12 months 

beginning on the day 

five years after the 

provisions in this Act 

come into force, the 

Section 27 

  

(1) The Scottish 

Ministers must, as soon 

as reasonably 

practicable (and no 

later than 6 months) 

Section 14 

(1) The Department 

shall —  

(a) monitor the 

operation of the Act, 

including compliance 

with its provisions and 

any regulations or code 
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of the operation of this 

Act, (b) prepare a 

report on that review, 

and (c) 35 as soon as 

reasonably practicable, 

publish and lay the 

report before 

Parliament.  

 

(2) “The initial 5-year 

period” means the 

period of 5 years 

beginning with the day 

on which this Act is 

passed.  

 

(3) The report must, in 

particular, set out— (a) 

the extent to which the 

Act has successfully 

met its aim of allowing 

adults who are 

terminally ill, subject to 

safeguards and 

protections, to request 

and be provided with 

Secretary of State 

must— 

 

(a) undertake a review 

of the operation of this 

Act,  

 

(b) prepare a report on 

that review, and  

 

(c) as soon as 

reasonably practicable, 

publish and lay the 

report before 

Parliament. 

 

Section 13(2)  

 

The report must in 

particular, set out— 

 

(a) the extent to which 

the Act has been 

successful in 

supporting terminally 

ill adults in being 

lawfully provided with 

after the end of the 

review period—  

(a) undertake a review 

of the operation of this 

Act, and (b) prepare a 

report on that review.  

 

(2) The report must, in 

particular, set out—  

(a) the extent to which 

the Act has been 

successful in 

supporting terminally 

ill adults in being 

lawfully provided with 

assistance to end their 

own lives,  

 

(b) any concerns with 

the operation of the Act 

which have been 

raised,  

(c) the Scottish 

Ministers’ response to 

any such concerns, 

including any 

recommendations for 

of practice made under 

it;  

(b) publish a report on 

the operation of the Act 

after the Act has been 

in operation for 2 

years; and 

(c) lay a copy of the 

report before Tynwald.  

(a) submissions to it 

from any independent 

monitoring panel, any 

relevant safeguarding 

body (within the 

meaning of the 

Safeguarding 26 Act 

2018) and the coroner 

of inquests (within the 

meaning of the  

Coroner of Inquests Act 

1987); and 

(b) any relevant 

Tynwald resolutions. 
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assistance to end their 

own lives; 

(b) an assessment of 

the availability, quality 

and distribution of 

appropriate health 

services to persons with 

palliative care needs, 

including— (i) pain 

and symptom 

management; (ii) 

psychological support 

for those persons and 

their families; (iii) 

information about 

palliative care and how 

to access it;  

 

(c) any concerns with 

the operation of this 

Act which have been 

raised; and  

 

(d) the Secretary of 

State’s response to any 

such concerns, 

including any 

assistance to end their 

own lives,  

 

(b) any concerns with 

the operation of the Act 

which have been 

raised, and 

 

(c) the Secretary of 

State’s response to any 

such concerns, 

including any 

recommendations for 

changes to guidance or 

in relation to changes 

to any enactment, 

including this Act. 

 

 

changes to guidance 

under section 23 or in 

relation to changes to 

any enactment, 

including this Act.  

 

(3) In undertaking the 

review and preparing 

the report, the Scottish 

Ministers must take 

into account annual 

reports published 

during the review 

period.  

 

(4) The Scottish 

Ministers must, as soon 

as reasonably 

practicable after 

preparing the report—  

(a) publish the report, 

and 

 

(b) lay the report before 

the Scottish Parliament.  
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recommendations for 

changes to codes of 

practice, guidance or 

any enactment 

(including this Act). 

(5) In this section, the 

“review period” is the 

period of 5 years 

beginning with the day 

on which section 1 of 

this Act comes into 

force. 

Codes of Practice and 

other guidance  

Section 30 (1) The 

Secretary of State may 

issue one or more 

codes of practice in 

connection with—  

 

(a) the assessment of 

whether a person has a 

clear and settled 

intention to end their 

own life, including—  

(i) assessing whether 

the person has capacity 

to make such a 

decision;  

(ii) recognising and 

taking account of the 

effects of depression or  

other mental disorders 

(within the meaning of 

Section 8(1) 

The Secretary of State 

may issue one or more 

codes of practice in 

connection with—  

 

(a) the assessment of 

whether a person has a 

clear and settled 

intention to end their 

own life, including 

   (i) assessing whether 

the person has capacity 

to make such a decision;  

  (ii) recognising and 

taking account of the 

effects of depression or 

other psychological 

disorders that may 

Section 23:  

 (1) The Scottish 

Ministers may prepare 

and publish guidance 

with regard to the 

lawful provision to 

terminally ill adults of 

assistance to end their 

own lives under this 

Act. 

 

(2) Guidance under 

subsection (1) may in 

particular include 

provision about—  

 

(a) the carrying out of 

assessments under 

section 6 (including 

assessment of a 

Section 13 

(1) The Department 

may issue one or more 

codes of practice in 

connection with —  

(a) the assessment of 

whether a person has a 

clear and settled 

intention to end their 

own life, including — 

i) assessing whether the 

person has capacity to 

make such a decision;  

(ii) recognising and 

taking account of the 

effects of depression or 

other psychological 

disorders that may 

impair a person’s 

decision making; and  
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the Mental Health Act 

1983) that may impair 

a person’s decision-

making;  

 

(b) the information 

which is made 

available as mentioned 

in sections 4 and 9 on 

treatment or palliative, 

hospice or other care 

available to the person 

and under section 9 on 

the consequences of 

deciding to end their 

own life;  

 

(c) the arrangements 

for ensuring effective 

communication in 

connection with the 

provision of assistance 

to persons in 

accordance with this 

Act, including the use 

of interpreters;  

 

impair a person’s 

decision-making;  

   (iii) the information 

which is made available 

on treatment and end of 

life care options 

available to them and on 

the consequences of 

deciding to end their 

own life. 

Counselling and 

guidance which should 

be made available to a 

person who wishes to 

end their own life 

(c) The arrangements 

for delivering 

medicines to the person 

for whom they have 

been prescribed under 

section 4, and the 

assistance which such a 

person may be given to 

ingest or self-

administer them 

(d) Such other matters 

relating to the operation 

terminally ill adult’s 

eligibility to be 

lawfully provided with 

assistance to end their 

own life),  

 

(b) the making and 

cancellation of first and 

second declarations 

(including the signing 

of such declarations by 

proxy),  

 

(c) the provision of 

assistance in 

accordance with 

section 15,  

 

(d) the making of final 

statements,  

 

(e)  information about 

the lawful provision to 

terminally ill adults of 

assistance to end their 

own lives (including 

information to be 

(iii) the information 

which is made 

available on treatment 

and end of life care 

options available to 

them and of the 

consequences of 

deciding to end their 

own life;   

(b) the review of deaths 

which have arisen from 

the provision of 

assistance in 

accordance with this 

Act; and  

(c) such other matters 

relating to the operation 

of this Act as the 

Department considers 

appropriate. 
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(d) the arrangements 

for providing approved 

substances to the 

person for whom they 

have been prescribed, 

and the assistance 

which such a person 

may be given to ingest 

or self-administer 

them;  

 

(e) such other matters 

relating to the operation 

of this Act as the 

Secretary of State 

considers appropriate. 

  

(2) Before issuing a 

code under this section 

the Secretary of State 

must consult such 

persons as the 

Secretary of State 

considers appropriate. 

(3) A code issued under 

subsection (1) does not 

come into force until 

of this Act as the 

Secretary of State 

thinks fit. 

 

Section 8(2) Before 

issuing a code under 

this section the 

Secretary of State must 

consult such persons as 

the Secretary of State 

thinks appropriate. 

 

Section 8(3) A code 

does not come into 

operation until the 

Secretary of State by 

order so provides. 

 

Section 8(6) 

A person performing 

any function under this 

Act must have regard 

to any relevant 

provision of a code, 

and failure to do so 

shall not of itself render 

a person liable to any 

provided to such adults 

and to the general 

public).  

 

(3) The Scottish 

Ministers must, when 

preparing guidance 

under subsection (1), 

consult such persons as 

they consider 

appropriate.  

 

(4) A person carrying 

out any function under 

this Act must have 

regard to any relevant 

guidance published 

under subsection (1).  

 

(5) The Scottish 

Ministers—  

(a) may from time to 

time revise guidance 

published under 

subsection (1), and  

(b) must publish any 

revised guidance.  



 

76 

 

Bill provision1 Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Bill, 

introduced by Kim 

Leadbeater MP 

Leadbeater (House of 

Commons, 

Westminster) 

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

Bill (2024), introduced 

by Lord Falconer 

(House of Lords, 

Westminster).  This 

Bill is not currently 

being progressed. 

Scotland:  

Assisted Dying for 

Terminally Ill Adults 

(Scotland) Bill 

(introduced by Liam 

McArthur MSP 

Isle of Man:  

Assisted Dying Bill 

2023, introduced by 

Dr Alex Allinson 

MHK  

 

Jersey2  

the Secretary of State 

by regulations so 

provides. 

 

Section 31  

 

(1)The relevant Chief 

Medical Officer must 

prepare and publish 

guidance relating to the 

operation of this Act.  

 

(2) Before preparing 

guidance under this 

section, the relevant 

Chief Medical Officer 

must consult such 

persons as that Chief 

Medical Officer 

considers appropriate.  

 

(3) When preparing 

that guidance, the 

relevant Chief Medical 

Officer must have 

regard to the need to 

provide practical and 

criminal or civil 

proceedings but may be 

taken into account in 

any proceeding 

 

 

(6) Subsections (2) to 

(5) apply to revised 

guidance published 

under subsection (5) as 

they apply to guidance 

published under 

subsection (1). 
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accessible information, 

advice and guidance 

to— (a) persons 

requesting or 

considering requesting 

assistance to end their 

own lives; (b) next of 

kin and families of 

such persons; (c) the 

general public.  

 

(4) In this section 

“relevant Chief 

Medical Officer” 

means— (a) in relation 

to England, the Chief 

Medical Officer for 

England; (b) in relation 

to Wales, the Chief 

Medical Officer for 

Wales 

Service provision   Section 20 (1)  

 

The Secretary of State 

may, by regulations, 

make provision— (a) to 

secure that 

No reference No reference No reference The dying service will 

only be provided by the 

Minister for Health and 

Social Services and 

will be free at the point 

of access.  
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arrangements are made, 

by the Secretary of 

State or other persons, 

for the provision of 

assistance to persons in 

accordance with this 

Act, and (b) for related 

matters.   

 

(2) Regulations under 

subsection (1) may, in 

particular, enable the 

provision of such 

assistance as part of the 

health service in 

England and the health 

service in Wales 

The Jersey Care 

Commission will 

register and inspect the 

Assisted Dying 

Service. 

 

Liability for actions 

carried out under Act  

Section 24  

(1) A person is not 

guilty of an offence by 

virtue of providing 

assistance to a person 

in accordance with this 

Act.  

 

(2) Subsection (1) does 

not limit the 

Section 6(1) 

 A person who provides 

any assistance in 

accordance with this 

Act shall not be guilty 

of an offence. 

 

Section 6(2):  

A person who is in 

breach of the 

Section 19  

 

(1) It is not a crime to 

lawfully provide a 

terminally ill adult with 

assistance to end their 

own life.  

 

(2)  Subsection (1) does 

not limit the 

Section 11  

(1) A person who 

provides any assistance 

in accordance with this 

Act shall not be guilty 

of an offence.  

(2) In the Criminal Law 

Act 1981, after section 

2 (abetment of suicide), 

insert —  
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circumstances in which 

a court can otherwise 

find that a person who 

has assisted another to 

end their own life (or to 

attempt to do so) has 

not committed an 

offence.  

 

(3) In the Suicide Act 

1961, after section 2A 

(acts capable of 

encouraging or 

assisting suicide) 

insert— “2AA 

Assistance provided 

under Terminally Ill 

Adults (End of Life) 

Act 2024  

 

(1) In sections 2(1) and 

2A(1), a reference to an 

act that is capable of  

encouraging or 

assisting suicide or 

attempted suicide does 

not include the 

requirements of this 

Act, save for acts or 

omissions in good faith 

and without negligence, 

will be guilty of a 

criminal offence and 

will be liable, on 

conviction on 

indictment, to 

imprisonment for a 

term not exceeding 14 

years.  

 

Section 6(3) amends 

Suicide Act 1961 as 

follows   

“2C Assisted dying  

 

Sections 2, 2A and 2B 

shall not apply to any 

person in respect of the 

provision of assistance 

to another person in 

accordance with that 

Act.”. 

 

 

circumstances in which 

a court can otherwise 

find that a person who 

has assisted another to 

end their own life has 

not committed an 

offence.  

 

(3) The references in 

subsections (1) and (2) 

to assisting a person to 

end their own life 

include references to 

assisting the person in 

an attempt to do so. 

 

Section 20  

(1)  Providing lawful 

assistance to a 

terminally ill adult to 

end their own life does 

not give rise to any 

civil liability.  

 

(2) Subsection (1) does 

not limit the 

circumstances in which 

“2A Assisted dying  

Section 2 does not 

apply to any person in 

respect of the provision 

of assistance to another 

person in accordance 

with the Assisted Dying 

Act 2023.” 
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provision of assistance 

to a person to end their 

own life in accordance 

with the Terminally Ill 

Adults (End of Life) 

Act 2024.  

(2) It is a defence for a 

person charged with an 

offence under section 2 

to prove that they— (a) 

reasonably believed 

they were acting in 

accordance with the 

Terminally Ill Adults 

(End of Life) Act 2024, 

and (b) took all 

reasonable precautions 

and exercised all due 

diligence to avoid the 

commission of the 

offence.” 

 

Section 25  

 

 (1) Providing 

assistance to a person 

to end their own life in 

a court can otherwise 

find that a person who 

has assisted another 

person to end their own 

life is not subject to 

civil liability.  

 

(3)  The references in 

subsections (1) and (2) 

to assisting a person to 

end their own life 

include references to 

assisting the person in 

an attempt to do so.  

 

Section 20 

(1)  Providing lawful 

assistance to a 

terminally ill adult to 

end their own life does 

not give rise to any 

civil liability.  

 

(2) Subsection (1) does 

not limit the 

circumstances in which 

a court can otherwise 
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accordance with this 

Act does not give rise 

to any civil liability.  

 

(2) Subsection (1) does 

not limit the 

circumstances in which 

a court can otherwise 

find that a person who 

has assisted another 

person to end their own 

life is not subject to 

civil liability.  

 

(3) The references in 

subsections (1) and (2) 

to providing assistance 

to or assisting a person 

to end their own life 

include references to 

providing assistance to 

or, as the case may be, 

assisting the person in 

an attempt to do so. 

find that a person who 

has assisted another 

person to end their own 

life is not subject to 

civil liability.  

 

(3)  The references in 

subsections (1) and (2) 

to assisting a person to 

end their own life 

include references to 

assisting the person in 

an attempt to do 

Offences Section 26 

 

Section 10(1) 

A person commits an 

offence if the person—  

Section 21  

(1)A person who 

coerces or pressures a 

Section 15 

(1) A person commits 

an offence if the person 
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26 (1) A person who, 

by dishonesty, coercion 

or pressure, induces 

another person to make 

a first or second 

declaration, or not to 

cancel such a 

declaration, commits an 

offence.  

 

(2) A person who, by 

dishonesty, coercion or 

pressure, induces 

another person to self-

administer an approved 

substance provided in 

accordance with this 

Act commits an 

offence.  

 

(3) A person who 

commits an offence 

under subsection (1) or 

(2) is liable on 

conviction on 

indictment to 

imprisonment for a 

(a) makes or knowingly 

uses a false instrument 

which purports to be a 

declaration made under 

section 3 by another 

person, or  

(b) wilfully conceals or 

destroys a declaration 

made under section 3 

by another person. 

 

Section 10(2) 

A person (A) commits 

an offence if, in 

relation to another 

person (B) who is 

seeking to make or has 

made a declaration 

under section 3, A 

knowingly or 

recklessly provides a 

medical or other 

professional opinion in 

respect of B which is 

false or misleading in a 

material particular. 

 

terminally ill adult into 

making a first or 

second declaration 

commits an offence. 

— (a) makes or 

knowingly uses a false 

instrument which 

purports to be a 

declaration made under 

section 6 by another 

person; or  

(b) wilfully conceals or 

destroys a declaration 

made under section 6 

by another person. 

(2) A person (A) 

commits an offence if, 

in relation to another 

person (B) who is 

seeking to make or has 

made a declaration 

under section 6, A 

knowingly  

or recklessly provides a 

medical or other 

professional opinion in 

respect of B which is 

false or misleading in a 

material particular.  

(3) A person (A) 

commits an offence if, 
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term not exceeding 14 

years. 

 

Section 27 

 

(1) A person commits 

an offence if they— (a) 

make or knowingly use 

a false instrument 

which purports to be— 

(i) a first declaration, 

(ii) a second 

declaration, or (iii) a 

declaration by the High 

Court or the Court of 

Appeal under section 

12, or (b) wilfully 

conceal or destroy a 

first declaration or a 

second declaration by 

another person.  

 

(2) A person commits 

an offence if, in 

relation to another 

person who has made a 

first declaration under 

Section 10(3)  

A person commits an 

offence if the person, 

dishonestly or by 

coercion, induces 

another person to 

make, or revoke, a 

request for assistance to 

die. 

 

Section 10(4)  

A person commits an 

offence if the person, 

dishonestly or by 

coercion, induces 

another person to self-

administer life-ending 

medication. 

 

Penalties set out in ss.5 

and 6 

in relation to another 

person (B) who has 

revoked a declaration 

made and signed by B 

in accordance with 

section 6, A wilfully 

ignores or otherwise 

conceals knowledge of 

that revocation.   

(4) A person commits 

an offence if the person 

coerces or pressures (or 

attempts to so coerce or 

pressure) a terminally 

ill person into making a 

declaration under 

section 6.  
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this Act, they 

knowingly or 

recklessly provide a 

medical or other 

professional opinion in 

respect of that person 

which is false or 

misleading in a 

material particular.  

 

(3) A person (“A”) 

commits an offence if, 

in relation to another 

person (“B”) who has 

cancelled a first or 

second declaration 

made and signed by B 

in accordance with this 

Act, A wilfully ignores 

or otherwise conceals 

knowledge of that 

cancellation.  

 

(4) A person guilty of 

an offence under 

subsection (1)(a), (2) or 

(3) which was  
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committed with the 

intention of causing the 

death of another person 

is liable, on conviction 

on indictment, to 

imprisonment for life.  

 

(5) Unless subsection 

(4) applies, a person 

convicted of an offence 

under this section is 

liable— (a) on 

summary conviction, to 

imprisonment for a 

term not exceeding the 

general limit in a 

magistrates’ court or a 

fine, or both; (b) on 

conviction on 

indictment to 

imprisonment for a 

term not exceeding 5 

years or a fine, or both. 

 

Note that the Kim Leadbeater Bill provides at clause 42(3) that if any provision of this Act has not been fully brought into force before the end of the period 

of 2 years beginning with the day on which this Act is passed, that provision (so far as not already in force) comes into force at the end of that period. 


